8-10 JUNE 2018

DOWNLOAD FESTIVAL
IMPROVES DISABLED ACCESS AND GOES GREENER
• BRITISH SIGN LANGUAGE (BSL) TO APPEAR FOR THE FIRST TIME
• AWARDED FOUR OUT OF FIVE STAR CREATIVE GREEN CERTIFICATION
• DOWNLOAD’S FIRST EVER ECO CAMPSITE HOSTED BY GREENPEACE
WELCOMING NEW BOOKERS SEAN RYMAN AND KAMRAN HAQ
TO THE DOWNLOAD FAMILY
Download Festival, the world’s premier rock event has announced major improvement plans for this year’s festival,
pushing to make it the most accessible and greenest Download ever. Viewing platforms across all stages and British
Sign Language interpreters lead the way for accessibility improvements to better meet the needs of Download fans,
and after receiving a 4-star Creative Green Certification from Julie’s Bicycle, Download continues to raise the bar with
its commitment to environmental protection with the introduction of its first ever Eco Campsite. Download Festival
takes place on 8 - 10 June 2018 at the spiritual home of rock in Donington Park, Leicestershire. Tickets are on sale
now at downloadfestival.co.uk/tickets.
Festival Republic’s Melvin Benn says:
“Download Festival is built upon an ethos of inclusivity and it’s incredibly important to us that as many people as
possible are able to enjoy the festival to the fullest. The appointment of accessibility ambassadors has provided us with
invaluable feedback so that we’re able to implement practical improvements to site the that we hope will dramatically
improve the experience for all. Being awarded a 4 out of 5 star Creative Green Certification is a huge milestone for
Download Festival, and in this current climate I can’t help but feel proud of what we are doing to protect the
environment including the introduction of Greenpeace’s Eco Campsite.”
Access viewing platforms will now be available at all stages across the festival as well as in The DogHouse, Download’s
resident party stop located in the Village, meaning great accessible vantage points for the fans’ favourite bands
whether they’re on The Dogtooth Stage or Main Stage. Download Festival is incredibly proud to welcome British Sign
Language (BSL) interpreters for the first time on the Main and Zippo Encore Stage platforms, provided by Performance
Interpreting, a unique company providing BSL performance interpreting to the music and entertainment industry.
Castle Donington Volunteer Centre will return to Download for the fifth year, to provide an almost 24-hour free
shuttle service between the campsite and Village, along with Campsite and Public Transport Hub for Access customers.
This year will see a 50% increase in the shuttle bus vehicles due to significant demand in 2017.
Marie Pascall, Director of Performance Interpreting says:
“Performance Interpreting are proud to be providing the first ever BSL Access Team at this year’s Download Festival.
We will be providing a team of 8 qualified interpreters over the 3-day event, including deaf and hearing coordinators
to ensure Deaf rock fans have an unforgettable experience. Rock music can be extremely challenging to interpret,
embodying the energy, power and raw emotion of these almighty rock legends is an ambitious achievement. Bring it
on!”
Continued improvements are being implemented at the Access Campsite. Those camping in the accessible campsite
will now be able to drive right up to their pitch to drop off their equipment, where a team of ready and willing helpers

are on hand to unload customers’ cars. A wheelchair charging tent with 50 charging points will be available for the
first time, and the possibility of adding extra, and there will even be a 50% increase in the number of toilets in the
Access Campsite as well as the check-in facility doubling in size to help make the process as comfortable, smooth and
efficient as possible.
Laura Mina, Festival Republic’s Senior Access Coordinator comments:
“We’re continuously improving accessibility for our customers, and we’re predicting a 31% increase in Access arrivals
at Download Festival following changes we implemented last year, an increase from 1450 to over 2000. We work
tirelessly to ensure we deliver the best possible experience for our Access customers and this year is no exception.”
Download Festival is dedicated to improving its understanding, commitment and improvement towards
environmental sustainability, and since 2016 Download has participated in the Creative Green Certification which is
an external assessment by Julie’s Bicycle, a charity who support the creative industries to act on climate change.
Download achieved an incredible four out of five stars due to last year’s environmental ethics, and welcomes everyone
to read full report is available to read online.
Last year at Download there was a decrease in overall carbon footprint by 96 tonnes of CO2e compared to 2016, and
for 2018 we have introduced carbon balancing by adding £1 to the cost of all parking passes which will be donated to
the charity Energy Revolution, who invest in renewable energy projects. This is on top of current travel initiatives with
Big Green Coach, Liftshare and shuttle buses to encourage the reduction of traffic coming to the site.
In 2017, overall waste decreased by 61% compared to the year previous. Download Festival introduced reusable cups
last year where half a million single use cups were saved, and the Deposit Return System has seen an amazing 100,000
bottles collected and recycled since 2016. There has even been an increase of campsite recycling points, and food
traders are not allowed to use single use plastic cutlery or food containers to ensure 2018 is the most environmentally
friendly yet. Did we mention plastic straws have been banned since 2016 too?
Following this, and new for 2018, Greenpeace are hosting a brand-new campsite called Eco Camp in a beautiful part
of the Donington Estate, which is home to ancient oak trees and native wildlife, and can host up to 3000 fans who
value spending time in the great outdoors just as much as listening to their favourite bands. Staying in the campsite is
available at no extra cost for fans who have purchased a valid weekend camping ticket, but they must pre-register in
advance and sign up to the set of eco-principles which include respecting the natural environment and fellow campers,
being responsible for their rubbish and taking camping equipment home. During the festival Greenpeace will nurture
a community of like-minded people to get inspiration about how to live in a positive way and only their experiences
and memories will remain.
Victoria Chapman, Sustainability Coordinator at Festival Republic says:
“Download fans have been shown to be extremely environmental conscious and I am delighted that this has been
reflected in the achievement of a 4 out of 5 star award, in only the second year of undertaking Creative Green
Certification.”
Download Festival introduced the Dog Blog last year, to directly communicate with fans and gather feedback. This
blog has been active on the website since the start of the year, allowing customers to email in questions or suggestions,
and so far over 300 people have emailed with suggestions that have been taken into consideration for this year’s
festival. The Dog Blog is still active and is available to read here.
Download are also proud to officially introduce brand new bookers Kamran Haq and Sean Ryman to the family. Both
joined last year and work alongside Andy Copping, keeping ears firmly to the ground, handpicking the most exciting
emerging talent around the world and bringing them to the stage.
For further information, please visit our Website.
DOWNLOAD LINE UP
Avenged Sevenfold / Guns N’ Roses / Ozzy Osbourne

A / Alexisonfire / All Them Witches / Anchor Lane / Andrew W.K / Asking Alexandria / Avatar / BABYMETAL / Bad
Cop/Bad Cop / Bad Religion / Baroness / Being As An Ocean / Black Foxxes / Black Stone Cherry / Black Veil Brides /
Blessthefall / Body Count Ft. Ice T / Boston Manor / Bullet For My Valentine / Bury Tomorrow / Cancer Bats / Cellar
Darling / CKY/ Corrosion Of Conformity / Cradle Of Filth / Culture Abuse / Dead Cross / DED / Blooms / DragonForce
/ Dream State / Emmure / Employed To Serve / Gold Key / Greta Van Fleet / Hatebreed / Helpless / Higher Power /
Igorrr / In This Moment / Inglorious / Jamie Lenman / Jonathan Davis / Kaiser Franz / Knocked Loose / Koyo / Kreator
/ L7 / Lawnmower Deth / Less Than Jake / Loath / Malevolence / Marilyn Manson / Marmozets / Mayday Parade /
Meshuggah / Milk Teeth / Miss May I / Monster Truck / Myke Gray / Myrkur / Neck Deep / No Hot Ashes / Parkway
Drive / Plini / Powerflo / Puppy / Rise Against / Rolo Tomassi / Savage Messiah / Shinedown / SHVPES / Sleep Token /
Starcrawler / Stick To Your Guns / Stray From The Path / Sun Arcana / TesseracT / The Bottom Line / The Bronx / The
Faim / The Hives / The Hyena Kill / The Maine / The Pink Slips / The Struts / The Temperance Movement / Thrice /
Thunder / Thy Art Is Murder / Tigress / Turbonegro / Volbeat / Von Hertzen Brothers / Wayward Sons / Whiskey Myers
/ Woes / WSTR / You Me At Six / Zeal & Ardor
TICKET INFORMATION
Tickets for Download Festival are available now from downloadfestival.co.uk/tickets
A loyalty discount is available for a limited time. downloadfestival.co.uk/news-features/register-interest-2018-loyalty
RIP PARK FARM CAMPING / CAMPERVAN TICKETS ARE NOW SOLD OUT!
Extras including parking and lockers can be purchased during the booking process or as a standalone after you’ve
purchased your ticket. Limited edition Download 2018 Zippo lighters will also be available to purchase alongside your
festival ticket. Zippo windproof lighters have become the ultimate accessory for making a bold statement in music and
are the perfect way to show your appreciation for your favourite band; with a classic Encore moment. Backed by its
famous lifetime guarantee, a Zippo is a lighter for life.
PRESS CONTACTS
For further information please contact LD Communications on 020 7439 7222:
Becky.Williams@ldcommunications.co.uk
Curtis.Sharkey@ldcommunications.co.uk
Libby.Maguire@ldcommunications.co.uk
FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Facebook: DownloadFest
Twitter: @DownloadFest
Instagram: @downloadfest
Sign up here for the Download Festival newsletter
Listen to our Spotify playlists
‘THE ACCESS CARD’ FOR DISABLED CUSTOMERS
The Access Card is a scheme developed by disabled people for disabled people and is widely accepted at events and
venues across the UK. It offers a new & dynamic method of communicating disabled people's needs and speeds up
the ticket purchasing process.
Ticketmaster can now process disabled customers’ bookings using The Access Card via their dedicated Customer
Services helpline.
For more information please visit www.accesscard.org.uk

MEDIA PARTNERS

SPONSORS

Carlsberg are proud to be the official beer partner of Download Festival. Carlsberg will be bringing a touch of
Danishness to the festival this summer as it’s the fusion of Danish simplicity and precision that brings you a light, easy
drinking, refreshing lager.
www.carlsberg.co.uk

Somersby are excited to be the official cider partner of Download Festival. Best served thirsty. This delicious coldfiltered cider has no artificial flavours or sweeteners, simply bucket-loads of great apple taste. That’s real refreshment.

Pepsi Max is proud to be the official cola partner of Download Festival. Follow us on Twitter @PepsiMaxUK

Get your rock spirit on and put your Zippo windproof lighter in the air at Download! Zippo windproof lighters have
become the ultimate accessory for making a bold statement in music and are the perfect way to show your
appreciation for your favourite band, with a classic Encore moment. Backed by its famous lifetime guarantee, a Zippo
is a lighter for life.
Limited edition Download 2018 lighters are only on sale with festival ticket, so buy yours now to avoid missing out!
Show your ID at the Zippo booth at the festival to collect your limited edition lighter. Follow Zippo on Facebook and
Twitter @ZippoEncore to be kept up-to-date with the latest news, exclusive offers and other exciting announcements
about rock’s biggest events and festivals. Remember those who rock, roll with Zippo!

Big Green Coach is the largest festival coach travel provider in the UK and is the official and exclusive coach travel
partner to Download Festival. Operating return coach travel from 74 locations around the UK directly to the festival,
Big Green Coach is making getting to Download easy. Choose from Wed, Thursday or Friday arrivals and they will get
you safely home on Monday morning. Coach only or packaged with festival ticket:
http://www.biggreencoach.co.uk/events/download-festival-tickets-coach-travel

Co-op is coming to Download and we couldn’t be more excited to be at the heart of festival communities this summer.
For the first time you’ll be able to buy your essential items directly from the Co-op shop in the campsite, including
food, water, beer, wine and toiletries. Of course we’ll have sun cream and rain ponchos too! Co-op is all about being
close to our customers and it doesn’t get much closer than being right outside your tent.
Visit us at www.coop.co.uk/food

Bulleit Frontier Whiskey is proud to be the official Bourbon partner of Download Festival!
Inspired by Tom Bulleit’s great-great-grandfather ‘s 175-year-old recipe, Bulleit has been at the forefront of the
whiskey revolution. Bulleit uses only the finest ingredients available including the best grains and Kentucky‘s limestone
filtered water, fresh from the Salt River.
Available in Bourbon, Rye and 10-Year-Old, Bulleit is distilled and aged in the family tradition, featuring a high rye
content lending the whiskey a bold, spicy character with a distinctively smooth, clean finish.
Come along and join us for a signature Bulleit Bourbon and Cola this Summer!

More good times for less? Sounds like Barclaycard Entertainment. As an official Download partner, we’re able to offer
Barclaycard customers exclusive festival presale tickets with 10% back. Look out for presale tickets to Download 2019
and search Barclaycard Entertainment online to find out more or to get first dibs on the very latest tickets.

